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roprietors were Creoles, who worked their settle-lents by means of moujiks, so that the spirit f enterprise was entirely absent* M. Surville, owever, received this brilliant proposition without nthusiasm, and did not even trouble to write imself about the matter, but sent back an nswer by his wife, that the price of transporting iie freight from one railway to another at treslau, Berlin, Magdeburg, and Cologne, would snder the scheme impossible. Balzac showed nusual docility at this juncture; he was evi-ently already half-hearted about the enterprise, nd remarked that since his first letter he had imself thought of the objections pointed out by 1. Surville, and had remembered hearing that
forest purchased in Auvergne, had ruined the uyer, owing to the difficulty of transport.
Balzac was very happy at Wierzchownia, though he fulfilment of the great desire of his life seemed till distant. Madame Hanska's hesitation con-inued : she considered herself indispensable to her hildren; besides, owing to the unfortunate state f the Chemin de Fer du Nord, Balzac's pecuniary ffairs would certainly be in an embarrassed ondition for the next two years. Living in the ame house with her, seeing her every day, and seling sure of her affection, and of a certain appy consummation to his long probation, would ot after all have been very painful, except for ne great drawback, which increased continually
* " Correspondance," vol. ii. p. 321.arking that thegave him intense satis-
